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DARRYL'S DOODLES - ﬁ

Living Life Backward The prophet Isaiah explained how bl»

One of the things | enjoy about my wife is far removed we are from understanding 5

her love for Children's literature. Being God's work toward man in Isaiah 55:8-9 =]
connected with her means that | occasionally get - "For my thoughts are not your ﬁ
to read something that | would never pick up on thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, ﬁ"?f
my own. A good case in point is the book "The  declares the Lord. For as the heavens are ﬁ%’
Sword and the Stone". After a fervent higher than the earth, so are my ways AI:‘“:';
recommendation by Teresa | found myself higher than your ways" 5%’
enthralled with this masterpiece of storytelling. Our perception of God is always J@i
In the story a young boy, somewhat going to be limited by our linear temporal E;;
affectionately called "Wart", is confronted by an  understanding, this side of heaven. As 5':“;';
ancient sorcerer named Merlin. As the story Christians we have to live with an eye E:L
progresses we of course find out the young boy behind us, being reminded of God's tender 5
is destined to be King Arthur. As almost an aside care in the past as we step forward into a 5

we also find out Merlin is living his life backward. faithful walk that trusts our future to Him.

This is rather an inconvience at times because ﬁ
as he interacts with others he has a hard time ﬁ
recalling whether or not they are aware of an 1“%
event or if he is simply remembering the future ﬁ
which they haven't experienced yet from their 51}'*
point of view. B J‘*‘f

As | was studying the area of God's B eSS Jb
providential care in our lives recently it struck me B
that as Christians we can sometimes only B
experience His care - backwards. When we are 5
in the midst of the storms life brings us, it is easy 5
to lose sight of God's touch in our lives until we B
are through those times and have some =]
separation. It is those times when we turn ﬁ
around and look backward at the shaping and ﬁ

forming love of God in our lives that we begin to

see the presence of God's personal care in our
lives



FIRE TIME

Our witness, our walk, our day to day existence all begin with maintaining and
watching over the fire that burns within and the atfitude of the heart. Journey
alaong as we study on how to keep our inner flames refugled and blazing,

From what I can tell in my limited
experience, a main point of marriage is
helping balance out one another’s
weaknesses. For instance, I make sure my
husband doesn't exist solely on Doritos and
Mountain Dew (which he'd probably be
perfectly happy doing). In turn, he tries to
keep my innate curiosity from getting the
better of me as often as he can.

This is no small accomplishment. I
simply cannot stand not knowing. One of my
biggest irritations in life is having a question
presented to me when the answer is not,
even when it's an answer I know for sure I'm
better off not having. And I just can't help but
to ask.

This last Sunday I heard a preacher
refer to Jesus as "the great asker of
questions”. [ started evaluating this
statement and realized it's true that you see
far more question marks than periods in the
sections where Jesus is talking with people.

Not surprisingly (and as usually
happens when I start thinking about
something), this made me ask something
else- why was Jesus so curious? Was it
because He honestly didn't know the answers
(let's not even talk about all the theological
debates that have taken place over that
subject), or because He wanted to give them
something to think about?

In the end I suppose Jesus asked all
kinds of different questions for all kinds of
different reasons. But the one thing that
strikes me about almost every question He
ever asked is that He listened to the answers.

Did He already know what they were going to
say? Maybe, maybe not, That's not really the
point of this article. I think Jesus understood
that everyone needs to be listened to. And
that whether we get answers or not, the
important thing is to keep asking.

Proverbs 1:7 says that "The fear of the
Lord is the beginning of knowledge.” I
suppose I should worry a little less about
having the answers and a little more about
Who I'm asking.

And what if I never get all the
answers?

Sean Penn said, “When everything gets
answered, it's fake. The mystery IS the
truth.”

So the next time you ask, listen. And if
all you hear is silence, maybe that's the only
answer you needed, A life without mystery
wouldn’t be worth much, would it?

LB Shoemaker







