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DARRYL'S DOODLES -

A few days ago I was in Columbia locking for a
piece of computer hardware. I walked into the electronic
store and told the clerk what I was looking for and he said
something that really surprised me -- he asked me if I was
a minister. A quick casual self examination revealed that I
was not wearing a shirt with a religious message on it or
some other kind of paraphernalia which would have given
him a clue to my calling. So after affirming his suspicions I
asked how he had come to this conclusion. He noted that
my wedding ring had a cross on it and that "I looked like a
pastor.” This incident left me with a couple of opposing
thoughts. Could it be, I thought,(as my head began a slight
swelling) that there was some kind of “super-Christian”
aura surrounding me? It quickly dawned on me that this
kind of attitude was certainly not a part of an authentic
relationship with Jesus who made it clear that religious
pomposity, whether practiced by the Pharisees or anybody
else was completely unworthy of Him.

After a silent self-chastisement I soon began to
wonder, is it good to be noticeably separated from the
world that we live in because of our relationship with
Christ? In some ways this separation, whether intentional
or not, can make us ineffective as flavor and light to the
world around us. People can disregard a Christians decision
to participate in certain activities or behaviors because we
are “church people’ and they are not.

This separation displays itself quite often when [
visit with non-Christians and they say things like: “the
ceiling would cave in if I came to church.” They somehow
get the impression that people who go to church have
never sinned. It is difficult to get these folks to understand
that it is because we understand our own shortcomings
that we have sought out a relationship with Christ. The only
real difference between most of the non-church attendees
and those of us who have committed our lives to Christ is
that we have decided to do something about our sinfulness.

A couple of different books which have caught my
attention lately are: John Ortberg’s "The Life You Always

Wanted"” and Paul’s first letter to the church in
Corinth. Both of these pieces of literature deal with
what it means to operate as a Christian in a world
where we are called both to influence others as well
as to keep ourselves from becoming contaminated.
Over the next several weeks we will struggle
together with these concepts as we begin a sermon
series called: The Church |, As we
attempt each week to fill in this blank from the
pages of Paul's letter it is my prayer that we will
find some principles for walking the most dangerous
and fulfilling path in the universe, the one that leads

to God’s throne.










