DARRYL'S DOODLES -

There are times that [ act pretty stupid. I know that to those of you who know me this
-omes as no big surprise, but I find that my own stupidity catches me off guard at times. The
osther day Teresa and [ went shopping down in Columbia. It was a nice day and we needed to pick
ap a few things for Thanksgiving and do a little bit of Christmas shopping. We were walking
around in a store that I will not name here, and [ wanted to go look at their Nativity Sets. The
store was completely encased in Christmas colors and displays with several isles dedicated to

Christmas tree decorations, large inflatable snow men, wreaths, package wrapping paper and just

ibout everything that you can imagine to make your house positively sparkle in red, green and
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noticeably absent from all of their displays: the word Christmas. Everything was carefully marked Meuth Seciicht

gold foil. But as I began to look for Nativity scenes I got frustrated as it became apparent that

they didn't carry any. It was about this time that I became aware that something else was

1s Holiday iterns. Here were holiday trees and holiday garland and holiday blah, blah, blah. Church Highlights

Coming up. .

Suddenly my quest for a Nativity Scene took a back seat to the passion I was developing to find
the word Christnas located somewhere in the store. I thought to myself, “There is no way that
they could have excised the word Christrnas completely out of the time of year to which they
attributed their greatest profit.”

As the steamn continued to build, I was just about ready to grab some poor underpaid cler
and tell hirn or her exactly how egregious it was that they were trying to suck Christ out of the
holiday which bears his name. Then suddenly a small light of sanity began to dawn in my mind. I
passed the movie isle and Teresa found a copy of one of our favorite movies, the Christmas carol
with George C. Scott as Scrooge. [ was reminded that in the end of that movie he learned a
valuable lesson: how to keep Christmas in his heart all year long.

In the Sermon on the Mount Jesus told us that we are supposed to be lights shining on a
hill. It is not up to any retail outlet to keep the light of Christ shining in the sphere of influence

that [ inhabit, as a representative of Christ, that’s my job. I amn now determined that I will keep

Christ in Christrnas and Christmas in my heart by displaying the light of Christ everywhere I can.
My prayer for you and your families is that Christ’s love will shine into your homes this season and
you will be warmed by the knowledge of His grace and love everyday of the year.

MERRY CHRISTMAS

Darryl
















